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NEW DICON Program: 
DICON is pleased to announce a new service: the DICON Remote Surveillance Program. This program will allow 
for remote, comprehensive surveillance activities for HAIs, epidemiologically significant organisms, and 
submission of data to NHSN.  Contact your local DICON IP liaison for further information on how we can assist 
with remote surveillance services. 
 
COVID-19 Tracker & Statistics: 
Duke University Dashboard (updated weekly) here. 
UNC Health Dashboard (updated daily) here. 
NC DPH Dashboard (updated daily) here.  
SC DPH Dashboard (updated daily) here. 
GA DPH Dashboard (updated weekly) here. 
VA DPH Dashboard (updated daily) here. 
WV DPH Dashboard (updated daily) here. 
FL DPH Dashboard (updated daily) here.  

 
Johns Hopkins Global Dashboard (updated daily) here. 
 
COVID-19 Guidance & Resources: 
DICON website here. 
CDC website here. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine Tracker: 
NYT Vaccine Tracker here.  

 
Current Status of Vaccine Data: 

• Pfizer (mRNA, 2 doses, administered 21 days apart) 
o Authorized for emergency use: 12/11/2020. 
o Cold chain requirements: -75 degrees Celsius, good under refrigeration for 5 days. 
o Pfizer and FDA guidance documents. 
o Fact sheet for providers and recipients. 
o The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) released a summary of key 

recommendations pertaining to COVID-19 vaccination amongst those who may become pregnant, 
are pregnant, or are breast feeding. 

 
• Moderna (mRNA, 2 doses, administered 28 days apart) 

o Authorized for emergency use: 12/18/20.   
o Cold chain requirements: -20 degrees Celsius, good under refrigeration for 30 days. 
o Moderna and FDA guidance documents. 
o Fact sheets for providers and recipients. 

 
• Astra Zeneca (adenovirus vector vaccine, initially studied as 2 doses) 

o Pending FDA approval. 
 

https://dicon.medicine.duke.edu/dicon-remote-surveillance-program
https://coronavirus.duke.edu/covid-testing/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Duke%20posts%20COVID-19%20data%20tracker%20as%20a%20community%20resource&utm_campaign=dukedailyAug21_20
https://public.tableau.com/profile/oira.dashboards#!/vizhome/CarolinaCOVID-19MonitoringDashboard/COVID19MetricsDashboard
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
https://scdhec.gov/covid19/south-carolina-county-level-data-covid-19
https://countyindicatororeport.s3.amazonaws.com/county_indicator_report_probable_v2+201026.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/#latest-stats
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://dicon.medicine.duke.edu/node/1631
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/144412/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144246/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144245/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
https://www.acog.org/en/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/vaccinating-Pregnant-and-Lactating-Patients-Against-COVID-19
https://www.fda.gov/media/144636/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144452/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144434/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144637/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144638/download
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• Johnson & Johnson (adenovirus vector vaccine, initially studied as 1 dose) 
o Pending FDA approval (approximately February 2021). 

 
CDC: 

• COCA Call: What every clinician should know about COVID-19 vaccine safety. 
• COCA Call: Making practical decisions for crisis standards of care at the bedside during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  
• COCA Call: What clinicians need to know about the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.  
• CDC issued a summary on the different types of COVID-19 vaccines in development and how they 

work. 
• CDC published a COVID-19 vaccination communication toolkit. 
• The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) released interim recommendations for use 

of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. 
• CDC’s NHSN will release new weekly COVID-19 vaccination data reporting modules. This training will 

focus on the modules that allow for reporting of COVID-19 vaccination data among healthcare 
personnel working in non-long-term care facilities. Join the webinar on Wednesday, December 23 at 
1:30 pm EST.  

• NHSN has published the 2021 Patient Safety Component protocol updates for surveillance of HAIs.  
 
FDA: 

• The FDA posted the review memorandum outlining the basis of the agency’s decision to authorize the 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. 

• The FDA authorized the first COVID-19 diagnostic test for self-testing at home.  
• Emergency Use Authorization for Vaccines Explained. 

 
USP: 

• USP updated operational considerations for sterile compounding during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
TJC: 

• The Joint Commission 2021 National Patient Safety Goals for hospital programs go into effect January 
1, 2021.  
 

Hospital Safety Scores: 
The Leapfrog Group released its fall 2020 Hospital Safety Grades, assigning "A" through "F" letter grades to 
more than 2,600 acute care hospitals for patient safety performance. The data for this safety grades update 
does not yet include hospitals' performance during the height of COVID-19. This spring's update will be the 
first to incorporate pandemic response periods. 
 
Interesting Literature for Infection Prevention: 

• Our DUKE-UNC EPICENTER Colleagues: Evaluation of Cloth Masks and Modified Procedure Masks as 
Personal Protective Equipment from the Public During the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

• Compiling Observational Research During a Pandemic: A Necessary Bridge. 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6950e2.htm?s_cid=mm6950e2_x
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_QgkTpEHASveLAZeQIBGc5w
https://www.fda.gov/media/144416/download
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-antigen-test-first-over-counter-fully-home-diagnostic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines/emergency-use-authorization-vaccines-explained?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://go.usp.org/l/323321/2020-04-11/345w2b
https://www.jointcommission.org/standards/national-patient-safety-goals/hospital-national-patient-safety-goals/
https://www.leapfroggroup.org/data-users/leapfrog-hospital-safety-grade
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2774266?guestAccessKey=49013575-9e2a-46aa-b391-f04a53c9a4cf&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-jamainternalmedicine&utm_content=olf&utm_term=121020
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2774266?guestAccessKey=49013575-9e2a-46aa-b391-f04a53c9a4cf&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-jamainternalmedicine&utm_content=olf&utm_term=121020
https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa1705/6030989?searchresult=1
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• Evaluation of a home-based 7-day infection control strategy for healthcare workers following high-risk 
exposure to SARS-CoV-2: a cohort study. 

• Predictors for In-Hospital Mortality from COVID-19 Infection among Adults 18-65 Years 
• Rapid Implementation of Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation and Reuse Processes for N95 Respirators at 

a Health System During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
• Point Prevalence Survey to Evaluate the Seropositivity for COVID-19 among High-Risk Healthcare 

Workers 
• Comparison of Symptomatic and Asymptomatic Infections due to COVID-19 in San Francisco Long Term 

Care Facilities 
• Timely Intervention and Control of a Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Outbreak at a Large Skilled Nursing 

Facility — San Francisco, California, 2020 
• Why Temperature Screening for COVID-19 with Non-Contact Infrared Thermometers Doesn’t Work. 

 
Do you have a suggestion for a new FAQ, position statement, or newsletter? 
Reach out here or discuss with your DICON IP liaison.  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/846442DC2FF1ADDC3E42CCCC4C2ADCFE
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/846442DC2FF1ADDC3E42CCCC4C2ADCFE
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/B61A85B8A6DD047D422CEEBFC08B3A37
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/460C3FF1BFA2730310F8A0C88B17FD51
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/460C3FF1BFA2730310F8A0C88B17FD51
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/538AA752AFD7312D342C6A1970E489C6
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/538AA752AFD7312D342C6A1970E489C6
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/53405509DC70956E575E6116D5D65636
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/53405509DC70956E575E6116D5D65636
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/AC7923AE72A1FF54022DBE5C0106FD34
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/AC7923AE72A1FF54022DBE5C0106FD34
https://academic.oup.com/ofid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ofid/ofaa603/6032722?searchresult=1
https://dicon.medicine.duke.edu/contact-us

